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REVIEWS 

El Palacio Triste, by Gregorio Martinez Sierra and Ganarse la Vida, by 
Jacinto Benavente. Edited with Introduction, Exercises, and Vocabulary, 
by Medora Loomis Ray. Ginn & Co., 1921. ix — 144 pp. 

The educational world is indebted to Mrs. Medora Loomis Ray of the 
Washington Irving High School, New York, for two delightfully edited chil- 
dren's plays, "El Palacio Triste," by G. Martinez Sierra, and "Ganarse la 
Vida," by Jacinto Benavente. 

The plays themselves, the one, rich in that idealistic optimism and humor 
so characteristic of Martinez Sierra, the other, appealing pathetically with all 
the art of Spain's greatest modern dramatist, in behalf of the children of the 
poor, cannot fail to interest a large number, if not all, readers. 

The editor is well acquainted with the needs of second-year high school 
students of Spanish and has, accordingly, provided material for an intensive 
study of the text as well as a thorough review of the common difficulties 
which beset Spanish grammar. The exercises are abundant and varied ; for 
every two or three pages of text, five different points of study are proposed : 
"cuestionarios" containing questions which cannot possibly be answered with- 
out careful study on the student's part, "gramaticas" well graded and pleas- 
antly presenting for review apocopation of adjectives, object pronouns, irregu- 
lar verbs, uses of "por" and "para," demonstratives, relatives, subjunctive 
clauses, etc., "locuciones," a list of idioms found in the text with explanations 
in English and a set of sentences planned to illustrate uses of the idioms, 
"familias de palabras" designed to meet the needs of advanced students or 
those preparing for college, and affording a simple but attractive means of 
introducing the student to philology. 

In her preface, Mrs. Ray admits that the average class will not find time, 
probably, to complete all the exercises, but the .book is intended to provide 
sufficient variety of exercises to supply the demands of all kinds of schools 
and ample enough material to satisfy the needs of teachers who use the group 
system of instruction and desire extra work for rapid sections. 

The vocabulary is quite complete, containing all the information the 
student will need for understanding the text, and spares the teacher the 
necessity for calling the attention of the class to that usually neglected section 
of text-books classified as "Notes." 

While not wishing to underestimate the value of Mrs. Ray's work in 
preparing such abundant matter for language drill, an excellent and sufficient 
vocabulary, an illustrated text, the reviewer would have been delighted to 
find more emphasis placed upon the study of the authors, both of whom so 
well deserve the notice of teacher and student. 

Lella Watson 
Santa Ana High School 

Santa Ana, Calif. 
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